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Hiroo Kanai: Influence of an Earthquake to Ozegahara Moor, Central Japan-Prelimi¬ 
nary Observation by Aerophotographs 


Estimated intensity of the earthquake, 
“Chuetsu, 2004” (23 Oct. 2004), was “5~” 
around Ozegahara moor, central Japan. Many 
unusually white-colored pond surfaces were 
observed on the aerophotographs taken on 17 
Sept. 2005. The rate of white-colored ponds was 
10.7 % of all 1,849 ponds. While the rate was 


3.5 % on the photographs on 9 Oct. 1999 as an 
ordinary year. It is presumed that earthquake 
promoted separation of pond-bottom layer from 
the base. The gas produced by assimilation of 
water plants such as Nymphaea and Nuphar on 
the bottom and of underground bacteria made the 
bottom layer possible to come up to the surface. 
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White-colored pond surface was thus made up by 
diffused reflection. 
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